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MCCG Community Garden Risk Assessment

Adapted with permission from the Vera St Garden document

(for detailed descriptions of likelihood and consequence levels, see the end of this document)

	IDENTIFIED RISK
	CONSEQUENCES
	LIKELIHOOD
	OVERALL RISK LEVEL
	MITIGATION/CONTROL MEASURES

	Sharp cutting equipment: e.g. secateurs, whipper-snipper, shovels, power tools & compost bay lids 

	Major: Cuts, deep wounds, broken bones
	Possible
	High
	· Onsite Safety checklist visible at all times
.
· First Aid kit available at site

· Under 18s not to use power cutting tools

· Members using power tools, or those working near them must wear enclosed shoes, long sleeved shirt, long trousers and eye protection. 

· Safety goggles provided in shed
. 

· Annual maintenance schedule for power tools to ensure they are in good working order
.

	Pointed gardening tools: e.g. mattocks, pitch forks


	Major: Deep wounds
	Likely
	High
	· Onsite Safety checklist visible at all times.
· Age-appropriate training provided for all Under 18s in safe use of gardening tools
.

· First Aid kit available at site

· Active children encouraged to play away from main garden area when work with these tools is in progress
· Annual maintenance of garden tools (e.g. check mattock heads
)

	Trip hazards: tools, rocks, other garden equipment and remnants lying around the site.

Grassy Mounds & mulched areas near compost bays. 

	Major: Sprains, broken bones
	Possible
	High
	· Onsite Safety checklist visible at all times.
· First Aid kit available at site

· Members encouraged to store tools in the shed so that they cannot be tripped over

· Active children encouraged to play away from main garden area

· Contractors required to take away all remnants and debris when they leave the site.

· Regular checks and clean ups of the site to clear away building debris
.

	Stings and bites – insects, spiders, ants
	Minor: Swelling; pain; itching
Major: 
	Possible
	High  (in summer)
	· First aid kit available at site
· Members encouraged to wear gloves whilst gardening

· Regularly  remove  unused debris from the site.

	Sun, heat
	Moderate: Sunstroke; dehydration
	Possible
	High
	· Encourage wearing of hats

· Provide 30+ sun cream protection

· Water available on site

	Strains and sprains from lifting heavy objects
	Moderate- Major: injured or backs, arms, strained muscles
	Possible
	High
	· Use correct lifting postures.

· Don’t lift anything heavier than you can manage!

· Ask for help or appropriate lifting tools for heavy objects.

	Falling tree branches
	Major: Broken bones; concussion
	Rare
	Medium
	· Annual check for unsafe branches


	Uneven ground, holes, trenches e.g. near central tap, trench around SW tap. 
	Major: Sprains; broken bones
	Unlikely
	Medium
	· Members encouraged to barricade and/or fill in holes or clear around them so that they are visible and avoidable. 

	Inhalation of potting/ compost mixes
	Major: Legionnaires disease
	Rare
	Medium
	· Masks available in shed


	Vehicles 
	Major: Collision, injury from a slow-moving vehicles on Donald or Harrison Sts
	Rare
	Medium
	· Vehicles must move at slow pace
· Supervise children 

	Dogs off leash


	Moderate: Bites, mauls
	Unlikely
	Medium
	· Dogs not allowed on site.



About the risk rating system used.

Consequence: What harm could happen as a result of the identified risk?

	Descriptor
	Examples

	Insignificant
	Injuries not requiring first aid

	Minor
	First aid required

	Moderate
	Medical treatment required

	Major
	Hospital admission required

	Severe
	Death or permanent disability to one or more persons


Likelihood: What is the likelihood of the determined consequence occurring?

	Descriptor
	Examples

	Almost certain
	Is expected to occur in most circumstances

	Likely
	Will probably occur in most circumstances

	Possible
	Could occur at some time

	Unlikely
	Not likely to occur in normal circumstances

	Rare
	May occur only in exceptional circumstances


Risk levels matrix

	Likelihood
	Consequences

	
	Insignificant
	Minor
	Moderate
	Major
	Severe

	Rare
	Low
	Low
	Medium
	Medium
	Medium

	Unlikely
	Low
	Low
	Medium
	Medium
	High

	Possible
	Low
	Medium
	High
	High
	Very high

	Likely
	Medium
	Medium
	High
	High
	Very high

	Almost certain
	Medium
	High
	High
	Very high
	Very high


Recommended action

Very high: Act immediately to lower the risk level to as low as reasonably practicable.

High: Act today to reduce the risk.

Medium: Act this week

Low: Act this month

�Do we need this AND the pretty flyer?


�Can we buy some goggles to store in the shed? 


�Who would be responsible for this? 


�How would we deliver this?


�Who is responsible for this? 


�This would be less relevant when we’ve finished all works.


�To provide – couldn’t see it at the busy bee today


�Not really relevant right now but would be when the fruit trees grow. 


�Can we buy a few masks?
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